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Abstract of JP1 01 77363 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To 
suppress a current flowing at a 
maintaining discharge time and to 
improve a display characteristic by 
lowering a voltage of a discharge 
maintaining pulse applied after a 
prescribed period is ended compared 
with the voltage of the discharge 
maintaining pulse applied for the 
prescribed period from the application 
start of the discharge maintaining 
pulse in a maintaining discharge 
period. SOLUTION: Ranging the 
period when the discharge maintaining 
pulse is applied continuously 
alternately to row electrodes Xi, Yi, 
only pixel cells that a wall charge 
remains as it is maintaining discharge 
light emission. In this maintaining 
discharge period, the voltage Vs2 of 
the discharge maintaining pulse 
applied for the prescribed period b 
after the prescribed period a is ended 
is lowered stepwise compared with the 
voltage Vs1 of the discharge 
maintaining pulse applied for the 
prescribed period a from the 
application start of the discharge 
maintaining pulse. Thus, the current 
flowing through respective row 
electrodes Xi, Yi is suppressed, and 
voltage drops due to wiring resistance 
of respective row electrodes Xi, Yi are 
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reduced, and luminance unevenness 
in respective row electrodes Xi, Yi 
pixel cells are reduced. 
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